Abstract
What is Intelligence? Through a series of definitions that
go from Cicerone’s to Escamilla’s (2014), the word
Intelligence has been defined a large extend and many
scholars and philosophers have tried to describe the
processes by which people are intelligent. It was Gardner
(1983) who revolutionised this field with its theory about
multiple intelligences. The Educational field is taking
advantage of this research to use it in lessons and to
cope with students’ learning needs. This book is crucial
for those teachers who want to improve their lessons and
to take into account how students learn in a different way.
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Resumen
¿Qué es la inteligencia? A través de una serie de
definiciones que van desde la de Cicerón hasta la de
Escamilla (2014), la palabra Inteligencia se ha definido en
gran medida y estudiosos y filósofos han intentado
describir estos procesos por los cuales la gente es
inteligente. Gardner (1983) revolucionó este campo con
su teoría sobre inteligencias múltiples. El sector de la
educación se beneficia de estos estudios para usarlos en
las clases y atender las necesidades educativas de los
alumnos. Este libro es crucial para aquellos profesores
que quieren mejorar sus clases y tener en cuenta la
diversidad de aprendizaje del alumnado.
Palabras clave: Teoría de las Inteligencias Múltiples,
definición, Gardner, Escamilla, dinámicas y técnicas,
necesidades de aprendizaje.
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1. Introduction
How intelligences are we? Is there just one way to be
intelligent or are there others? Is the well-known
Australian urban graffiti artist, Nychos as intelligent as the
molecular biologist Cynthia Kenyon who could have the
answer to live forever?

To answer these questions a

comprehensible picture of how the concept of Intelligence
has changed over the years is portrayed to serve as a
basis on understanding of the current concept of
Intelligence and how, Howard Gardner has used this
historical development of Intelligence to start to develop
his Multiple Intelligence Theory (MI). Therefore, there is a
detailed description of Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences
focusing on some general aspects, the criteria to qualify
ability as Intelligence and a summary of the eight types of
Intelligences. Thanks to these studies, many authors have
developed dynamics and techniques using the MI in
Foreign Language Teaching. Some of them have been
explained in the final section of this book to see instances
of how this theory can be applied in lessons.
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2. Historical Overview
Research into Intelligence has a long history and there is
large volume of published studies describing this concept.
Besides, these studies have helpfully helped to give
answer to the hotly debated issues in the current
educational situation concerns the teaching of foreign
language in Secondary. An overview of the most
important authors who have studied this concept has
been done in this book.
However, previously to this matter, we have to consider
one issue raised from the Educative System that must be
tackled. Intelligence has always been related to success
and promotion in education. More intelligent a person is,
easier will be to pass all her / his exams. However, is
every single student intelligent as the same way or are
there different grades of intelligence? The current concern
was explained by Robinson et al. (2009),
“el sistema educativo sigue basándose en las
estructuras metodológicas heredadas de siglos
anteriores” (Robinson et al. 2009, pg.45)
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Gatto (2000), as Robinson et al. (2009), affirmed that
there is a deep educative crisis produced by traditional
teaching. He pointed out that 21st century teachers
continue giving the same contents in the same way their
teachers used to teach them without paying attention to
the fact that students have changed notably from one
century to another. Besides, Gatto (2000) complained that
students are thought to have all the same features
disregarding their personal talents.

Despite the fact that the world and society have changed
remarkably since the last century, the Educative System
still remains the same as 50 years ago. And although
students have also changed being quite different from 20th
century students, the methodological strategies applied in
lessons are the same, too. Teachers and students have
taken different routes without listening to each other and
learners must be listened to because they are demanding
a new way to be taught.

On the one hand, people are still thinking that education
refers to the acquisition of practical and theoretical
knowledge without considering other factors such as
talent or creativity, which have been overlooked, dividing
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students between those who are smart and the ones who
are not. This problem lies in our conception of
Intelligence. People consider a person intelligent when
he/she is able to answer a standardized test correctly
disregarding

other

crucial

elements.

According

to

Robinson et al. (2009), this thought is dangerous because
a lot of students with other types of abilities could feel
abandoned by the Educative System.

In line with Robinson et al. (2009), the key to improve and
transform education is not to standardise education but
customize it for each student discovering their individual
talents. And this is what this research has tried to do: to
pay attention to students’ individual abilities to develop
their English skills.

Fortunately, thanks to the new findings in Neuroscience,
the traditional parameters to measure how intelligent a
person is are obsolete and there are many authors
(Escamilla, (2014), Antunes (2000) or Amstrong (2008)
applying new methodological strategies to meet our
students’ needs.
Over the years many definitions have been provided to
understand the concept of Intelligence. Those definitions
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